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University of Pennsylvania Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Biotech: The Countercultural
Origins of an Industry, Eric J. Vettel, Biotech The Countercultural Origins of an Industry Eric J. Vettel "Eric Vettel
ably illuminates the political economy of science at the end of the 1960s, including the impact on attitudes
among younger bioscientists of the demand for relevance in research; and he provides a riveting on-the-
ground account of how in the Bay Area that response helped give birth to the region's biotechnology industry.
This is a valuable book, deeply researched and altogether readable."--Daniel Kevles, Yale University "The wide
range of economic, social, cultural, and personal factors chronicled in the book--particularly the interaction
between the institutional and personal--gives the reader a deep appreciation of the subtle and complex forces
at work during this tumultuous period in U.S. history.[Biotech] oEers a provocative early look at an enterprise
that is sure to receive much more scholarly analysis in the years to come."--American Historical Review
"Compelling, well-documented, and important.[Biotech] helps us begin to see some of the complex questions
that we will have to address in deciding how much and which basic research, applied science, and
technological application we want." --BioScience "This is one of those rare books.What is passed over or hinted
at in other histories is here explored in depth and with the skill that comes from a sympathetic familiarity with
his subject and subjects.The only history of the field I will keep and recommend."--Nature Biotechnology The
seemingly unlimited reach of powerful biotechnologies and the attendant growth of the multibillion-dollar
industry have raised diEicult questions about the scientific discoveries, political assumptions, and cultural
patterns that gave rise to for-profit biological research. Given such extraordinary stakes, a history of the
commercial biotechnology industry must inquire far beyond the predictable attention to scientists, discovery,...
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