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of the Philosophy of Singing in a Series of Informal Chats With Vocalists, Teachers, Students, Platform-
Speakers, and All, Who Wish to Use Their Voices Correctly The following studies treat of the philosophy of the
voice and of voice use, and offer suggestions as to the best method of practice for the development of the
speaking voice and the voice in singing. The work is largely made up of essays written during the last ten years
for various musical journals, and of lectures before musical institutions. These essays have been rewritten and
brought up to date, with reference to the authors further experience and deeper study since their first
publication. They have also been placed in practical sequence, and made more didactic, that they may,
together with much new matter, form a succinct text book for vocal students (singers and public speakers), and
serve as a companion work to the authors books of Practical Exercises, The Essential Practice Material for
Singers; English Diction for Singers and Speakers; and The Singers Control of Body and Breath. The volume is
placed before the public after many requests from the readers of the original essays throughout the country,
and also to meet the requirements of the author s pupils now teaching in accordance with the processes herein
displayed. Perhaps the cause of the cordial approval that greeted the essays in their original form was, as has
been said of them, their plain speech. So much of vocal literature is written in cumbersome, technical language
- or still worse, with fantastic personal theory - the whole subject has become a doctrine of...
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