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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 46 pages. OCLC
Number: 58533032 Excerpt: . . . France of since 1766, Lorraine fell under German possession between 1870 and
1924, and again in the period 1940-44, when Hitler proclaimed it a, part of Germany proper. Despite its
proximity to Germany, Lorraine was not the Allies preferred invasion route in 1944. Except for its two principal
cities, Metz and Nancy, the rovince contained few significant military objectives. P A ter the campaign a
frustrated General Patton, sent the following message to the War Department: I hope that in the final settlement
of war, the insist that the Germans retain Lorraine, YOU because I can imagine no greater burden than to
owner be the of this nasty country where it rains every and where the whole wealth of the day people consists in
assorted manure piles. Moreover, once Third Army penetrated the province and entered Germany, there still be
no first-rate would military objectives within its grasp. The Saar industrial while was of importance region,
significant, secondary when compared to the great Ruhr industrial complex farther north. The ancient trading
cities of the upper Rhine that had tempted conquerors for centuries were no longer of Viewed in primary rank
in modern, industrialized Germany. this light, it is understandable that the basic plan for the European
campaign called for the main eIort to be made farther north, in the 21st Army Groups zone, where and
industrial objectives lay. ( See the vital military Map 2. ) only did Lorraine hold out few entidements, but it Not
The a be to diIicult battlefield as well. would prove rolling farmland was broken by tangled woods and
numerous Because some of which were fortified. towns and villages, the ground rises gently from...
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