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- Print on Demand Neuware - Seminar paper from the year 2012 in the subject Politics - International Politics -
Topic: European Union, grade: 1,0, University of Münster (Institut für PolitikwissenschaF), course: European
Environmental Politics, language: English, abstract: Due to ever mounting scientific evidence, today neither
climate sceptics nor climate believers deny the fact that climate change is occurring and that human activity
can be regarded as a prime cause. Uncertainty solely remains about the precise relationship between specific
concentrations of particular greenhouse gases most importantly water vapour and carbon dioxide and
changes in global temperatures. It is beyond doubt that certain gases in the atmosphere contribute to the so-
called greenhouse eGect by trapping heat. Human activity like burning carbon-based fuels, but also
deforestation and ploughing is intensifying this eGect and causing a constant rise in carbon dioxide
concentrations. The growing empirical evidence for climate change triggered a global response, even though
some authors classify it as meagre (Helm 2008). In 1992, 154 countries joined the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UN FCCC), to cooperatively consider what they could do in order to limit
average global temperature increases and the resulting climate change. The UN FCCC built upon the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) established in 1988, an international scientific collaboration
entrusted with the task to provide the world with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in
climate change and its potential environmental and socio-economic impacts (IPPC n.d.). The UN FCCC finally
kicked oG the process which culminated in the Kyoto Protocol, adopted in Japan on 11 December 1997 and
entering into force on 16 February 2005. The Protocol commits 37 industrialized countries and the European...
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