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gradual, and for the first four centuries the information to be
gained is very scarce, being hardly more than occasional
allusions when some special reason called them forth, but in the
history of the Western Church, with which we are chiefly
concerned, for the use of ceremonial garments rapidly
developed till it culminated in the gorgeousness of mediaeval
times. From a letter written by Pope Celestine, who occupied the
Roman See from 423 to 432, one infers that the ritual in matters
of dress had reached an important point, for he found it
necessary to reprimand the bishops of Vienne and Narbonne for
devoting themselves rather to superstitious observances in dress
than to purity of heart and faith, but it is not till the seventh
century that there is any definite information. In one of the
canons drawn up in the acts of the fourth...
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