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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1914 edition. Excerpt: .in the investigation was designed to show whether the
commonly practised custom of watering cuts lengthened or shortened the duration of the dripping period. In
round numbers it was found that when the cut was watered the tree continued to drip for eighty-one minutes,
when the cut was not watered, for 102 minutes; that when the tree was watered it yielded 250 drops, when not
watered 510 drops. A second and more extensive experiment led to the astonishing conclusion that one
thousand trees would give about i lb. less rubber a day if water were poured on the cuts than they would give if
the cuts were not watered. The reason for this appears to be that the addition of water induces coagulation.--
Agricultural News. LIME JUICE AND SCURVY. The most notable example of the effect of certain substances
existing in food in only minute traces is afforded by the investigations that have led to the discovery of the
cause of beri-beri. Volume IX of the Annual Reports of the Chemical Society (1912) contains a review of this
work, where the well-known fact is referred to, that the disease is prevalent among rice-eating communities in
which decorticated or polished rice is consumed. Whole rice does not induce the disease. The substance
inhibiting beri-beri has been extracted from rice husks by water or alcohol, and an alkaloid has been isolated to
which the name of oryzanin is given. Small quantities of this substance keep animals free...
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