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Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1910 edition. Excerpt: . VI THE ALCHEMICAL LABORATORY We went through a
beautiful and broad corridor, all along whose sides stood finely executed marble statues representing the gods
and goddesses of antiquity, and busts of the heroes of olden times. These statues, my companion remarked,
represent the elemental principles and powers of nature, and they were thus personified by the ancients to
bring the attributes of these principles within the conceptive power of the mind. None of the old Greeks and
Romans, except the most ignorant, ever believed that Zeus, Pluto, Neptune, c., were existing personalities; nor
did they ever worship them as such. They were merely symbols and personifications of formless powers.
Likewise, every man s form and body is not the real man; it is merely a symbol and personification of the
character and attributes of the real man, a form of matter in which the thoughts of the real man have found
their external expression. The ancients knew these things; it is only the modern wiseacres who mistake the
external illusions for internal truths, and the form for the principle. It is modern materialistic religion which has
degraded the Universal Spirit into a limited being, and the great powers of nature into Christian saints. We
entered into a circular hall in the form of a temple. It had no windows, but received its light from a cupola of
clear glass. High over our heads, below the cupola, was a large interlaced double triangle made...
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