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indexed. Not illustrated. 1872 Excerpt: .and particularly the experience in combining statistics collected by
different methods at different times, has convinced him that a more useful service to the people, in the end,
would be such a demonstration of the difficulties in the way of reaching accurate conclusions on the subject of
the death-rate by months as should lead to some modification of the law, and, what is equally important, give
to the officers whose duty it is to collect these statistics, and to the people at large, in whose interest they are
collected, not only a better knowledge of some of the uses to which they may be put, but also the directions in
which there are tendencies to error, in order that all may the better co-operate to prevent the recurrence of
such errors. It would perhaps be possible to make such corrections for the deaths omitted in the collection as
would give an approximation to the true number of deaths, from all causes, by months; in fact such corrections
have been made, and some details concerning them may be found in the introduction to this Eeport. But the
relations between the total number of deaths and the various conditions of climate, are too complex for
comprehension at present, for the reason that conditions favorable to one disease are often unfavorable to
others. Consequently, if the relations as to cause and effect which exist between the various surrounding
conditions and the deathrate at different seasons of the year, are...
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