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misleading SAR information and crime computer intrusion instances were overstated. Other and Unknown
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reporting a known violation such as money laundering or check kiting. Even though the SAR form specifically
disclosed the SAR was confidential and the Safe Harbor Law provided the filers protection from civil liability,
filers chose other due to concerns over personal liability. The FInCEN Advisory of August 1996 thoroughly
discussed the Safe Harbor provision of the BSA as it applies to reports of suspicious transactions. Filers also
chose other when they did not have a clear understanding of the SAR violations listed on the SAR form.
According to the SAR Activity Review dated October 2001, some violations such as identity theft and pretext
calling properly belonged in other. The SAR Activity Reviews dated October 2000 and June 2001 reported other
at 7. 3 and 7. 2 percent, respectively, of total SAR filings for the audit period covered, ranking it as the third
most frequently reported violation out of the 19 violation categories listed on the SAR form. The SAR Activity
Reviews reported unknown blank at 3. 8 percent of total SAR filings, classifying it as the eighth most frequently
filed SAR as of the June 2001 SAR Review. The unknown blank categorization represented SARs with characters
that did not match an established violation, SAR fields...
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