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EMPLOYMENT: PROGRAM TO PAY BLACK LUNG BENEFITS TO COAL
MINERS AND THEIR SURVIVORS, IMPROVEMENTS ARE NEEDED:
HRD-77-77 (PAPERBACK)

Bibliogov, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The program to pay black lung benefits to coal miners and their survivors
has largely failed because of delays in processing claims. The 3-year statutory limitation for filing claims has
resulted in the denial of many otherwise eligible claims. Average processing time for all claims in fiscal year
1976 was 630 days, and the backlog of claims was over 50,000 cases. Management problems contributing to the
backlog were inadequate development of claims by the Social Security Administration (SSA), piecemeal and
cumbersome procedures for processing claims by the Department of Labor (DOL), delays in both formal and
informal hearings, lack of help to claimants by SSA and DOL, and failure to alleviate staEing problems. Further,
about 5 percent of X-rays have been misinterpreted as negative, and thus benefits have been denied to eligible
persons.
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